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Introduction to Corn: 
Types of Corn 

 

Dent corn, a tall growing variety of corn (Zea mays var. indentata) having yellow or white 
kernels that are indented at the tip. 
 

   
  

Flint corn, a variety of corn (Zea mays var. indurate) having small hard grains 
 

 
 
Waxy corn, corn that consist 95% or more starch. This is due to a single gene affecting the 

chemical composition of the starch, which in waxy cultivars is composed entirely of 
amylopectin, whereas in non-waxy cultivars, it is a mixture of amylose and amylopectin. 
 

 
 
Sweet corn, a variety of corn (Zea mays var. rugosa) the common table and canning corn 

having kernels that are sweet when young, also called sugar corn. 
 

 
 

 

Pop corn, this was present in wild maize and the early domesticates. The grains are small with 
a high proportion of very hard corneous endosperm with a little soft starch in the center. On 
heating, the steam generated inside the grain causes it to pop and explode, the endosperm 
becoming everted about the embryo and hull to produce a palatable white fluffy mass. 
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Pod corn, the most primitive form of maize in which the grain is enclosed in floral bracts or 

glumes. It is not grown commercially, but turns up as a freak or monstrosity in some South 
American cultivars and is preserved in some localities by the Indians who believe it to have 
magical properties. Wild maize, now extinct, and the earliest domesticated maize were pod 
corns 
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Sources and Links 

Corn Growth & Development Prior to Pollination; Dr. R.L. Nielsen, Agronomy Department, 

Purdue University .    

Corn Growth & Development Pertaining to Pollination; Dr. R.L. Nielsen, Agronomy Department, 

Purdue University .    

Corn Growth & Development Pertaining to Grain Fill, Maturation, and Drydown; Dr. R.L. Nielsen, 

Agronomy Department, Purdue University .    

How a Corn Plant Develops; Special Report No. 48, Iowa State University of Science and 

Technology Cooperative Extension Service Ames , Iowa .    

Corn and Corn Improvement; Sprague, G.F. and J.W. Dudley. 1988 (3rd ed.), Agronomy 

Monograph #18. American Society of Agronomy, Madison WI.  

Response of Corn to Uneven Emergence; Nafziger, E.D., P.R. Carter, and E.E. Graham. 1991. 

Crop Sci. 31:811-815.    

Kansas State University, available online: 

http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/kansascrops/corn_class.htm  

   
CIMMYT Maize Program, Maize Diseases: A guide for field identification, 4th Edition.  CIMMYT. 
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