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Introduction to Corn: 

History of Corn 
 

Scientists believe that the first corn, which was called “teosinte” was domesticated in the Sierra 
Madre area of Mexico around 4,000 to 3,000 B.C.  

By 1400 B.C., corn was being cultivated on both Mexican coasts.  

 

The first attempts to hybridize corn came from using native plants from this region.  Early 
farmers kept only the seeds of the corn they liked best.  Interest in growing corn as a crop also 

began to migrate north. 

By the time Columbus arrived in the U.S., corn was known as “maize” or, “source of life”.  

Columbus brought corn back with him to Europe; where it eventually was introduced to the rest 

of the world! 
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Early farmers devised many creative uses for corn – including using it for money!  No part of 

the corn plant was wasted. 
 

 
 

This trend shifted by the 1800s, when corn starch was the only by-product used from the corn 
refining process -- everything else was thrown away.  Today, the pendulum has swung back, 

and each part of the corn kernel has a valuable use. 
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Sources and Links 

Corn Growth & Development Prior to Pollination; Dr. R.L. Nielsen, Agronomy Department, 

Purdue University .    

Corn Growth & Development Pertaining to Pollination; Dr. R.L. Nielsen, Agronomy Department, 

Purdue University .    

Corn Growth & Development Pertaining to Grain Fill, Maturation, and Drydown; Dr. R.L. Nielsen, 

Agronomy Department, Purdue University .    

How a Corn Plant Develops; Special Report No. 48, Iowa State University of Science and 

Technology Cooperative Extension Service Ames , Iowa .    

Corn and Corn Improvement; Sprague, G.F. and J.W. Dudley. 1988 (3rd ed.), Agronomy 

Monograph #18. American Society of Agronomy, Madison WI.  

Response of Corn to Uneven Emergence; Nafziger, E.D., P.R. Carter, and E.E. Graham. 1991. 

Crop Sci. 31:811-815.    

Kansas State University, available online: 

http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/kansascrops/corn_class.htm  

   
CIMMYT Maize Program, Maize Diseases: A guide for field identification, 4th Edition.  CIMMYT. 
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